Post-Election Lesson Plan – Reflecting on the Mock Election

Curriculum links: 
KS3 – 1.1a, 1.1b, 1.1c, 1.1d, 2.1a, 2.2a, 2.2b, 2.2c, 2.3a, 2.3d, 3a, 3c, 3e, 4a, 4c.
KS4 – 1.1a, 1.1b, 1.1c, 1.1d, 1.2a, 2.1a, 2.2a, 2.2b, 2.2c, 2.3a, 2.3e, 3a, 3c, 3d, 3e, 4a, 4c, 4d.
NB/ Access to IT facilities is desirable, but not necessary.

· Starter: Ask pupils to think about their role in the election – what did they do (this may be just that they voted or they may not even have voted) and what have they learnt from it? If they had wanted a different result to the election how could they have had more influence on its outcome? i.e. what are the many ways in which people can get involved in elections? Get pupils to make a list in pairs and then take feedback after 5 minutes, creating a brainstorm on the board. Examples include voting, various campaign activities (posters, canvassing, speeches, etc), standing as a candidate… etc. Walk around the class prompting pupils as necessary. [10 mins]
-
Class discussion: Do you think voting is important? Why/why not? Did the mock election make them want to use their right to vote in the future? Why?/why not? [5 mins]

Did the election produce a fair outcome? Why/why not? Mention that each person gets one vote and the people can vote out the government if they disapprove of them = accountability (although the government is powerful it cannot just do whatever it likes). Ask them to imagine what might happen if we could not vote and it was impossible to get rid of the government. [5 mins]
KS4 - What are the alternative political systems that exist in the world? You may wish to define terms such as dictatorship, oligarchy, anarchism, etc. Ask them to think about other countries - Is our system fairer than others? (Many older pupils are likely to remember Iraq under Saddam Hussein as an example of a country that was a dictatorship and has now become a democracy).
· Activity: Ask pupils to write a newspaper article reporting what happened in your school’s mock election. It should include a snappy headline, when and where it took place and who took part, the result and what was learnt/why it was a good experience. If there are real elections going on at the same time they should mention this as well. 

They could also include a quote from themselves or another participant – this could be one of the candidates or just a voter saying whether they enjoyed the experience and whether they think voting is important and why. They need to make it sound exciting so that other people want to read it! 

Access to IT facilities is desirable for this activity – alternatively they could write the wording in class and then produce the finished article for homework using ICT. 

Tell them that you will send the best article to the Hansard Society and it may get published on our website: citizenship@hansard.lse.ac.uk [30 mins]
-
Plenary: Alien Invasion! – Get pupils to think about how they would explain to an alien what voting was. After giving them 2 or 3 minutes to think about it (they can write their ideas down if they wish) ask selected pupils to give their explanation. [5 mins]
