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Y Vote Mock Elections Lesson Plans
Lesson 1: Political Parties

5 – 14 Environmental Studies: 
People in Society (Appropriate for levels D, E & F)

NOTE

This lesson can be used as part of a course on elections and democracy or as a separate activity in the run up to elections or a school mock election.  The lesson is made up of a number of short activities relating to the learning objectives, however, each individual activity could be developed further by the class teacher to form the main part of the lesson if desired.  This lesson can be used in conjunction with ideas and information on the Y Vote Mock Elections website www.mockelections.co.uk and with the other lesson plans available on it.
Overview:

This lesson is designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of political parties and their policies.  It is intended that pupils will, in particular, understand what a ‘policy’ is, and what a ‘manifesto’ is.  The understanding of these words being very important to actively engage in any local or parliamentary election.  How the lesson is executed will very much depend on the resources available to the teacher, and therefore the lesson plan should be considered alongside ways to develop it including any other resources available.

Curriculum Coverage:

People in Society F3.2: describe some of the main policies of political parties.

People in Society E3.2: give examples of the ways in which local and national government make decisions that affect people’s lives.

Enquiry F2.1: make independent use of suitable methods and techniques to access, select and record information from a range of sources, including complex ones.

Enquiry D3.1: present findings in an organised and appropriate manner.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson each pupil should:

· be able to give the names of 3 political parties.

· be able to give an accurate description of what a manifesto is.

· be able to give 1 recent policy of 3 different political parties. 

Possible Resource Requirements:

· A copy of a political party’s manifesto (if not a hard copy pdf’s are available from websites, see web-links)

· Logos of political parties to be shown by teacher (either on power-point, ohp or large printed sheets)

· Sheet with logos of each party for use by individual pupils

· Info on the policies of the main parties for use by groups working as one of the parties.  This could be info downloaded and printed off, or if internet is available to pupils they could access the websites themselves (see web-links)

· Materials for pupils to make their own manifesto (paper, pens, stencils etc)

· Worksheet, or template on board for class members to take a note of policies following manifesto activity

Lesson Detail & Suggested Timings:

The activities and timings which follow are designed to be conducted at a fast pace of learning with timing tightly controlled.  It may be appropriate to consider amending the timings and removing some parts of the lesson to make it more suitable to particular classes.  However, with a fast pace and strict timings the activities can be fitted into a 50 minute lesson.

Minutes



Activity

0 – 5:
Initial Q & A on political parties (can be used to ascertain prior learning).  Who has heard about political parties?. Any examples of political parties in the news recently?  Can anyone name someone in a political party?  Who can explain what a political party is?  Ideas put on the board.  Class agree a definition of what a political party is.  Pupils write this definition into their jotter.

5 – 10:
What are the parties in the UK? 

Class are shown the logos for the main parties in the UK.  This could either be on power-point or large printed copies to be held up, or on ohp.  Pupils asked who can name the party that goes with the logo shown.  (could also ask about party leader etc.)

Class given a worksheet with the logos on it and in their jotter write in the names of the parties that go with the logos.

10 – 15
What is a manifesto? 

Teacher holds up a copy of a party manifesto.  Can class say what it is?  Read out some policies from the manifesto to help.  Teacher explains what a manifesto is.  Class complete the sentence started on board:  “A manifesto is…”

15 – 40:
Producing a manifesto.  Group Activity

In groups, pupils are allocated a political party, e.g. one group is Labour, next Conservative etc.  Pupils are to find out three policies of their political party and produce a small manifesto describing them.  They only have 25 mins to find and choose their policies and write them up into a small presentable manifesto.  Depending on resources, to find the policies they can either be given printed handouts from website, excerpts from actual manifestos, or for lower ability groups a specific handout describing some of their party’s policies on it. 

40 – 50:
Presenting their manifesto


Each group holds up their manifesto and tells the class the three policies contained within it.  Whilst manifestos are being presented class either complete their worksheet asking for one policy of each of the main parties, or complete a template from the board.  E.g:

	Party
	Policy

	Conservative
	

	Labour
	

	Liberal Democrat
	



If desired, class could then take a vote on which manifesto was best, taking both policy and presentation into account.

Related web-links:

www.labour.org.uk, www.snp.org.uk, www.libdems.org.uk, www.conservatives.com, www.alba.org.uk (good links and Scottish political party and election info), http://www.psr.keele.ac.uk (excellent site with lots of info, election manifestos available in British politics section, halfway down from heading ‘election information’), http://www.scottishsocialistparty.org, 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/education/resources/learningResources/index.htm (good section in 5-14 on how to write a manifesto, lots of info for mock elections also).

Lesson 2: The Election Campaign

5 – 14 Environmental Studies: 
People in Society (Appropriate for levels D, E & F)

NOTE

This lesson can be used as part of a course on elections and democracy or as a separate activity in the run up to elections or a school mock election.  The lesson is made up of a number of short activities relating to the learning objectives, however, each individual activity could be developed further by the class teacher to form the main part of the lesson if desired.  This lesson can be used in conjunction with ideas and information on the Y Vote Mock Elections website www.mockelections.co.uk and with the other lesson plans available on it.
Overview:

This lesson is designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of the methods used by political parties to gain support during election campaigns.  The lesson gives pupils an opportunity to evaluate each method and select which ones they believe would be most effective in gaining support.  This is a useful activity for pupils as part of their work on politics or citizenship, however, it is also ideal as an introduction to campaign methods in advance of their own mock election. The lesson requires pupils to form groups which they become the campaign team for a political party.  They are able to undertake two campaign methods during their campaign and they must evaluate each and select the two most likely to gain them votes.

Curriculum Coverage:

People in Society E3.1: identify the ways that citizens can participate in decision making through elections and pressure groups at local, national and international level.

People in Society D1.1: Describe simply how representatives are chosen and the types of work they do, e.g. local councillors, members of the Scottish, British and European Parliaments.

People in Society F3.1: explain the ways in which campaigns, media and pressure group activities influence public opinion.

People in Society C3.2: Identify the main features of an election at local and national level, e.g. voters, campaigning, candidates, ballot boxes etc.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson each pupil should:

· be able to describe 3 methods used by political parties during an election campaign.

· be able to give an advantage and disadvantage of each method.

Possible Resource Requirements:

The main challenge in delivering this lesson is obtaining resources available.  The web-link section will be useful in this.  However, the campaign methods evaluated at each workstation is flexible and dependent on the resources available.  Suggested resources:

· Room/space set up with ‘stations’, e.g. tables in groups and a space with a TV for a video.

· Worksheet with set questions to evaluate each method, e.g. sheet with space to detail what is included in the activity, 2 advantages and 2 disadvantages of the particular method.

· Examples of party posters, lamp-post posters.

· A selection of party leaflets

· A campaign video/political party broadcast (can be recorded from TV or downloaded from websites)

· An example canvassing script (e.g. can we rely on your support on polling day? Do you vote in every election? Etc.)

· A computer connected to the internet with a list of party campaign websites (most party websites have a link to a dedicated site during an election campaign).

· Any other campaign materials available to be used at workstations.

Lesson Detail & Suggested Timings:

The activities and timings which follow are designed to be conducted at a fast pace of learning with timing tightly controlled.  It may be appropriate to consider amending the timings and removing some parts of the lesson to make it more suitable to particular classes.  However, with a fast pace and strict timings the activities can be fitted into a 50 minute lesson.

Minutes



Activity

0 – 5:
Initial Q & A on election campaigns 


What sort of things do political parties do during election campaigns?  Anyone seen / had contact with any of these methods?

5 – 10:
Group Activity set-up: Which Campaign Method is Best? 


Pupils are put into groups and told they are now the campaign team for a political party.  They are only able to undertake two of the campaign methods available in their campaign.  They are going to have around 4 or 5 mins at each station to find out about the method there, evaluate it and will have 5 mins at the end to select two methods they think will be most likely to get them votes.

10 – 40:
Group Activity started


In their groups pupils spend 4 or 5 mins at each workstation.  They are told when time is up and move in a set direction to their next method.  Whilst at the workstation they fill out a sheet asking for some info on what each method includes and 2 advantages and 2 disadvantages of that method.  Each workstation should have a short typed description of what the method is and some sort of exemplification.  Workstations (dependent on resources) could include:


- Leafleting (a selection of leaflets)


- Posters (a selection of posters / lamp-post posters)

- Campaign Videos / Party Political Broadcasts / TV & Radio interviews (recorded from TV / Radio or downloaded from a website).

- Party websites (a computer and a list of websites to visit)

- Canvassing (a script between an activist and a voter which could be role-played)

- If school has a hand-held portable loudspeaker (e.g. for sports day it could be set at a low volume and pupils given a shot of using it for a set script, e.g. “today is polling day, vote SNP”

40 – 45:
Groups decide which two methods they want to pick and this is reported back to the class through a show of hands on each method.

45 – 50:
Class discussion


General discussion on what each group found out when evaluating each method.  Why do they think parties choose each method, for what reasons might parties be limited as to how much they can do during election campaigns etc.


Related web-link:

www.labour.org.uk, www.snp.org.uk, www.libdems.org.uk, www.conservatives.com, www.alba.org.uk (good links and Scottish political party and election info), http://www.psr.keele.ac.uk (excellent site with lots of info, party election broadcasts are available to download in British politics section, halfway down from heading ‘election information’), http://www.scottishsocialistparty.org, http://gdl.cdlr.strath.ac.uk/aspect/ (excellent database of Scottish election campaign materials for each of the parties).

Lesson 3: Who Can Vote?

5 – 14 Environmental Studies: 
People in Society (Appropriate for levels D, E & F)

NOTE

This lesson can be used as part of a course on elections and democracy or as a separate activity in the run up to elections or a school mock election.  The lesson is made up of a number of short activities relating to the learning objectives, however, each individual activity could be developed further by the class teacher to form the main part of the lesson if desired.  This lesson can be used in conjunction with ideas and information on the Y Vote Mock Elections website www.mockelections.co.uk and with the other lesson plans available on it.
Overview:

This lesson is designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of voting in a democracy, and specifically in the UK.  It is intended to place the activity of voting within the context of democratic participation and highlight the reasons people may be allowed or disallowed from voting.  It could lead to further lessons on reasons why people should vote, attitudes of young people towards voting etc.

Curriculum Coverage:

People in Society E3.1: identify the ways that citizens can participate in decision making through elections and pressure groups at local, national and international level.

People in Society D1.1: Describe simply how representatives are chosen and the types of work they do, e.g. local councillors, members of the Scottish, British and European Parliaments.

People in Society F2.1: compare the rights and responsibilities of citizens in Scotland and those of other societies.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson each pupil should:

· be able to give 3 features of a democracy (and have demonstrated an understanding of features of non-democratic countries.

· have stated 3 different situations where people can vote to make their views known.

· Be able to give 4 attributes someone must have in order to be able to vote in UK elections and use these to judge whether given examples of individuals would be allowed to vote.

Possible Resource Requirements:

· Slips for pupils stating ‘Democracy’ or ‘Not Democracy’

· Situations prepared for teacher for ‘democracy or not activity’

· Possible power-point on different elections for different bodies

· Drawing outline of person on board

· Sheet with examples of individuals who may or may not be allowed to vote.

Lesson Detail & Suggested Timings:

The activities and timings which follow are designed to be conducted at a fast pace of learning with timing tightly controlled.  It may be appropriate to consider amending the timings and removing some parts of the lesson to make it more suitable to particular classes.  However, with a fast pace and strict timings the activities can be fitted into a 50 minute lesson.

Minutes



Activity

0 – 5:
Initial Q & A on voting (can be used to ascertain prior learning).  What can pupils do if they want to raise a concern or suggestion about their school?  (pupil council).  How do they choose pupil council reps? (vote).  What can people in the country do if they are unhappy with something or have a suggestion about how the country should be run? (vote for government of their choice).  Anyone been with someone to vote?  Can all countries vote?


Put heading on board / projector: Democracy.

5 – 15:
Democracy or Not 


Each pupil given two slips, one stating: ‘Democracy’, one stating ‘Not Democracy’.  Teacher reads out around 5 situations about the rights of groups/individuals within a country and after each one the class hold up their slips indicating whether they think it sounds like a democracy.  Teacher says ‘democracy’ or ‘not democracy’ after the class have voted.


For example, teacher says “Newspapers are free to report what they wish”.  Pupils hold up slips saying what they think and teacher then says “Democracy”.  Or teacher says “If someone complains about the people who run the country they may be in danger of being punished”.  Class hold up slips and teacher then states “Not Democracy”.


Class write into their jotter “Democracy is…” and they complete sentence told to include at least three things.

15 – 20
When do people vote? Group Discussion


In groups, pupils come up with a list of situations when people can vote, teacher then writes up list on board.  Situations may include UK, Scottish, European, Local Government elections, Big Brother, family decisions, decisions with friends e.g. which film to see at cinema etc.

20 – 25:
Teacher explains that there are different elections in the UK to choose different representatives, e.g. UK General Elections to elect MPs to take decisions which affect whole of UK.  This information could be given in a power-point presentation with photos of MP, MSP, Local Councillor etc.  Explanation should be kept simple and straightforward and used to place whichever election is due next in context.

25 – 40:
Who is allowed to vote?


Teacher explains not everyone is allowed to vote.  The drawing outline of a person should be on board.  Class asked for ideas of things someone must be / not be in order to be allowed to vote.  Pupils give ideas and when one is correct the pupil comes to the board, draws a line from the person and writes their idea, e.g.: over 18, lives in UK, not in jail etc.  (Some classes will get these very quickly and some may need to be prompted with ideas)


In groups, pupils are given one voting restriction and asked to decide if it is right or not and why.  E.g. one group discusses whether it is right voters must be over 18, next group discusses that Royal Family can’t vote etc.

40 – 50:
Pupils given a sheet with a number of fictional examples of individuals with some personal details who may or may not be able to vote.  Individually, pupils decide if the individuals would be able to vote and write up answers. E.g. “John Smith, 16, is an apprentice plumber and lives in Edinburgh.” Pupils decide if he would be allowed to vote or not.

Related web-links:

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 

www.explore.parliament.uk (lots of good info, in particular click on ‘elections’, then ‘who can take part’.  Also, teachers’ centre has lots of good materials on voting.

www.directgov.uk (click on guide to government, UK Parliament, then at bottom of page – who can vote?)

Lesson 4: Political Parties and their Policies

(Appropriate for use with S3/S4)
This lesson can be used as part of a course on elections and democracy or as a separate activity in the run up to elections or a school mock election.  The lesson is made up of a number of short activities relating to the learning objectives, however, each individual activity could be developed further by the class teacher to form the main part of the lesson if desired.  This lesson can be used in conjunction with ideas and information on the Y Vote Mock Elections website www.mockelections.co.uk and with the other lesson plans available on it.
Overview:

This lesson is designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of political parties and their policies.  It is intended that pupils will, in particular, understand what policies and manifestos are.  Furthermore, pupils will develop an understanding of devolved and reserved matters.  The understanding of terms such as policy and manifesto are very important to actively engage in any local or parliamentary election.  How the lesson is executed will very much depend on the resources available to the teacher, and therefore the lesson plan should be considered alongside ways to develop it including any other resources available.  This lesson plan could be read in conjunction with the lesson plan on political parties for S1/2 as this has other activities which may be more appropriate to the specific S3/4 class.

Curriculum Coverage:

Standard Grade Modern Studies, S.A.1

Specified Context for External Assessment:

· Ways in which representatives contribute to decision-making and work on behalf of those whom they represent in parliaments and constituencies, in the local community and the workplace.

· Methods by which individuals and groups can participate and influence decision-makers by voting, campaigning, taking part in political party, pressure group and workplace activity.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson each pupil should:

· be able to give the names of 3 political parties.

· be able to give an accurate description of what a manifesto is.

· be able to give 2 recent policies of 3 different political parties.

· Be able to accurately identify which issues would be classified as devolved to the Scottish Parliament or reserved to the UK Parliament. 

Possible Resource Requirements:

· A copy of a political party’s manifesto (if not a hard copy pdf’s are available from websites, see web-links)

· Logos of political parties to be shown by teacher (either on power-point, ohp or large printed sheets)

· Sheet with logos of each party for use by individual pupils

· Info on the policies of the main parties for use by groups.  This could be info downloaded and printed off, or if internet is available to pupils they could access the websites themselves (see web-links)

· Worksheet, or template on board for class members to take a note of policies of each party available.

· List of policy areas which are devolved (e.g. health, education, transport) and reserved (e.g. foreign affairs, defence, social security & benefits)

· 5 or 6 individual ‘problem scenarios’ to be read out by individuals.

Lesson Detail & Suggested Timings:

The activities and timings which follow are designed to be conducted at a fast pace of learning with timing tightly controlled.  It may be appropriate to consider amending the timings and removing some parts of the lesson to make it more suitable to particular classes.  However, with a fast pace and strict timings the activities can be fitted into a 50 minute lesson.

Minutes



Activity

0 – 5:
Initial Q & A on political parties (can be used to ascertain prior learning).  Any examples of political parties in the news recently?  Can anyone name someone in a political party?  Who can explain what a political party is?  Ideas put on the board.  Class agree a definition of what a political party is.  Pupils write this definition into their jotter.

5 – 10:
What are the parties in the UK? 

Class are shown the logos for the main parties in the UK.  This could either be on power-point or large printed copies to be held up, or on ohp.  Pupils asked who can name the party that goes with the logo shown.  (could also ask about party leader etc.)  Class given a worksheet with the logos on it and in their jotter write in the names of the parties that go with the logos.

10 – 15
What is a manifesto? 

Teacher holds up a copy of a party manifesto.  Can class say what it is?  Read out some policies from the manifesto to help.  Teacher explains what a manifesto is.  Class complete the sentence started on board:  “A manifesto is…”

15 – 22:
The Parties’ Policies.  Group Activity

In groups, pupils are given information on the policies of each of the main parties.  They must each complete a table showing two policies of each of the parties.  They can allocate each member of the group a party or share the info around as they wish, but they have 7 mins to get a note of two policies for each of the parties.  Pupils could be given a template such as the example below:

	Party
	Two Policies

	Conservative
	

	Labour
	

	Liberal Democrat
	


22 – 30:
Devolved & Reserved Powers Class Activity


Pupils are either given a handout with a list of policy areas devolved to the Scottish Parliament and those reserved to Westminster or they copy these from board / ohp.  These are discussed with the class, to ensure they understand that Holyrood has responsibility for some issues and Westminster for others and parties will take these into account in their manifestos. If a data projector is available the list could be projected direct from the Scottish Parliament website (see web-links).

30 – 45
Pupils are given a photocopied small photo of their MP on green paper and their MSP on blue paper. 5 or 6 individuals in the class are given slips with different problems detailed, e.g. “I travel to work and there are not enough trains, what can you do to help”. After a problem is read out the pupils (all at the same time) hold up who the person should go to: their MP or MSP.  Teacher then says: MP or MSP and explains why.

45 – 50:
Re-cap on parties, manifestos and devolved / reserved powers.

Related web-links:

www.labour.org.uk, www.snp.org.uk, www.libdems.org.uk, www.conservatives.com, www.alba.org.uk (good links and Scottish political party and election info), http://www.psr.keele.ac.uk (excellent site with lots of info, election manifestos available in British politics section, halfway down from heading ‘election information’), http://www.scottishsocialistparty.org, 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/education/resources/learningResources/index.htm (good section in 5-14 on how to write a manifesto, lots of info for mock elections also). http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/vli/education/resources/learningResources/mspWork.htm (good section on devolved & reserved powers). 

www.parliament.uk  and  www.scottish.parliament.uk (for info / photos of MP and MSPs)

Lesson 5: The Election Campaign

 (Appropriate for S3/S4)

NOTE

This lesson can be used as part of a course on elections and democracy or as a separate activity in the run up to elections or a school mock election.  The lesson is made up of a number of short activities relating to the learning objectives, however, each individual activity could be developed further by the class teacher to form the main part of the lesson if desired.  This lesson can be used in conjunction with ideas and information on the Y Vote Mock Elections website www.mockelections.co.uk and with the other lesson plans available on it.
Overview:

This lesson is designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of the methods used by political parties to gain support during election campaigns.  The lesson gives pupils an opportunity to evaluate each method and select which ones they believe would be most effective in gaining support.  This is a useful activity for pupils as part of their work on politics or citizenship, however, it is also ideal as an introduction to campaign methods in advance of their own mock election. The lesson requires pupils to form groups which they become the campaign team for a political party.  They are able to undertake two campaign methods during their campaign and they must evaluate each and select the two most likely to gain them votes.

Curriculum Coverage:

Standard Grade Modern Studies, S.A.1

Specified Context for External Assessment:

· Processes of selection of candidates and election of members of the United Kingdom and Scottish Parliaments, local councillors and workplace representatives.

· Methods by which individuals and groups can participate and influence decision-makers by voting, campaigning, taking part in political party, pressure group and workplace activity.

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson each pupil should:

· be able to describe at least 3 methods used by political parties during an election campaign.

· be able to give 2 advantages and disadvantages of each method.

Possible Resource Requirements:

The main challenge in delivering this lesson is obtaining resources available.  The web-link section will be useful in this.  However, the campaign methods evaluated at each workstation is flexible and dependent on the resources available.  Suggested resources:

· Room/space set up with ‘stations’, e.g. tables in groups and a space with a TV for a video.

· Worksheet with set questions to evaluate each method, e.g. sheet with space to detail what is included in the activity, 2 advantages and 2 disadvantages of the particular method.

· Examples of party posters, lamp-post posters.

· A selection of party leaflets

· A campaign video/political party broadcast (can be recorded from TV or downloaded from websites)

· An example canvassing script (e.g. can we rely on your support on polling day? Do you vote in every election? Etc.)

· A computer connected to the internet with a list of party campaign websites (most party websites have a link to a dedicated site during an election campaign).

Lesson Detail & Suggested Timings:

The activities and timings which follow are designed to be conducted at a fast pace of learning with timing tightly controlled.  It may be appropriate to consider amending the timings and removing some parts of the lesson to make it more suitable to particular classes.  However, with a fast pace and strict timings the activities can be fitted into a 50 minute lesson.

Minutes



Activity

0 – 5:
Initial Q & A on election campaigns 


What sort of things do political parties do during election campaigns?  Anyone seen / had contact with any of these methods?

5 – 10:
Group Activity set-up: Which Campaign Method is Best? 


Pupils are put into groups and told they are now the campaign team for a political party.  They are only able to undertake two of the campaign methods available in their campaign.  They are going to have around 4 or 5 mins at each station to find out about the method there, evaluate it and will have 5 mins at the end to select two methods they think will be most likely to get them votes.

10 – 40:
Group Activity started


In their groups pupils spend 4 or 5 mins at each workstation.  They are told when time is up and move in a set direction to their next method.  Whilst at the workstation they fill out a sheet / set questions asking for some info on what each method includes and 2 advantages and 2 disadvantages of that method.  Each workstation should have a short typed description of what the method is and some sort of exemplification, e.g. leaflets.  Workstations (dependent on resources) could include:


- Leafleting (a selection of leaflets)


- Posters (a selection of posters / lamp-post posters)

- Campaign Videos / Party Political Broadcasts / TV & Radio interviews (recorded from TV / Radio or downloaded from a website).

- Party websites (a computer and a list of websites to visit)

- Canvassing (a script between an activist and a voter which could be role-played)

- If school has a hand-held portable loudspeaker (e.g. for sports day it could be set at a low volume and pupils given a shot of using it for a set script, e.g. “today is polling day, vote SNP”

Extension:  If groups are finishing the activity quickly they could be given a calendar grid for a month and fill it out showing when the best times would be to use the suggested method, building up a campaign plan as they go from workstation to workstation.

40 – 45:
Groups decide which two methods they want to pick and this is reported back to the class through a show of hands on each method.

45 – 50:
Class discussion


General discussion on what each group found out when evaluating each method.  Why do they think parties choose each method, for what reasons might parties be limited as to how much they can do during election campaigns etc.


Related web-links:

www.labour.org.uk, www.snp.org.uk, www.libdems.org.uk, www.conservatives.com, www.alba.org.uk (good links and Scottish political party and election info), http://www.psr.keele.ac.uk (excellent site with lots of info, party election broadcasts are available to download in British politics section, halfway down from heading ‘election information’), http://www.scottishsocialistparty.org, http://gdl.cdlr.strath.ac.uk/aspect/ (excellent database of Scottish election campaign materials for each of the parties).

Lesson 6: Who Can Vote?

 (Appropriate for use with S3/S4)

This lesson can be used as part of a course on elections and democracy or as a separate activity in the run up to elections or a school mock election.  The lesson is made up of a number of short activities relating to the learning objectives, however, each individual activity could be developed further by the class teacher to form the main part of the lesson if desired.  This lesson can be used in conjunction with ideas and information on the Y Vote Mock Elections website www.mockelections.co.uk and with the other lesson plans available on it.
Overview:

This lesson is designed to develop a knowledge and understanding of voting in a representative democracy, and specifically in the UK.  It is intended to place the activity of voting within the context of democratic participation and highlight the reasons people may be allowed or disallowed from voting.  Furthermore, pupils are able to develop an awareness of different circumstances in which political participation may be possible.  It could lead to further lessons on reasons why people should vote, attitudes of young people towards voting etc.

Curriculum Coverage:

Standard Grade Modern Studies, S.A.1

Specified Context for External Assessment:

· Methods by which individuals and groups can participate and influence decision-makers by voting, campaigning, taking part in political party, pressure group and workplace activity.

· The rights and corresponding responsibilities of individuals and groups in the processes of representation and participation in a democratic political system. 

Learning Objectives:

By the end of the lesson each pupil should:

· be able to give 3 features of a democracy (and have demonstrated an understanding of features of non-democratic countries.

· Have given a clear description of representative democracy. 

· have stated 3 different situations where people can vote to make their views known.

· be able to give 4 attributes someone must have in order to be able to vote in UK elections and use these 

to judge whether given examples of individuals would be allowed to vote.

· be able to describe what a referendum is.

Possible Resource Requirements:

· Slips for pupils stating ‘Democracy’ or ‘Not Democracy’

· Situations prepared for teacher for ‘democracy or not activity’

· Possible power-point on different elections for different bodies

· Drawing outline of person on board

· Sheet with examples of individuals who may or may not be allowed to vote.

Lesson Detail & Suggested Timings:

The activities and timings which follow are designed to be conducted at a fast pace of learning with timing tightly controlled.  It may be appropriate to consider amending the timings and removing some parts of the lesson to make it more suitable to particular classes.  However, with a fast pace and strict timings the activities can be fitted into a 50 minute lesson.

Minutes



Activity

0 – 5:
Initial Q & A on voting (can be used to ascertain prior learning).  What can pupils do if they want to raise a concern or suggestion about their school?  (pupil council).  How do they choose pupil council reps? (vote).  What can people in the country do if they are unhappy with something or have a suggestion about how the country should be run? (vote for government of their choice).  Anyone been with someone to vote?  Can all countries vote?  Put heading on board / projector: Democracy.

5 – 15:
Democracy or Not 


Each pupil given two slips, one stating: ‘Democracy’, one stating ‘Not Democracy’.  Teacher reads out around 5 situations about the rights of groups/individuals within a country and after each one the class hold up their slips indicating whether they think it sounds like a democracy.  Teacher says ‘democracy’ or ‘not democracy’ after the class have voted.


For example, teacher says “Newspapers are free to report what they wish”.  Pupils hold up slips saying what they think and teacher then says “Democracy”.  Or teacher says “If someone complains about the people who run the country they may be in danger of being punished”.  Class hold up slips and teacher then states “Not Democracy”.


Class write into their jotter “Democracy is…” and they complete sentence told to include at least three things.  


Teacher asks what class think representative democracy is?  Explanation given.  Class write into their jotter ‘Representative Democracy is…’ and complete.

15 – 20
When do people vote? Group Discussion


In groups, pupils given 2 mins to come up with a list of situations when people can vote, teacher then writes up list on board.  Situations may include UK, Scottish, European, Local Government elections, Big Brother, family decisions, decisions with friends e.g. which film to see at cinema etc.  If no group suggests it, class are asked what a referendum is?  Explanation given with recent example of Scottish Parliament referendum in 1999.  

20 – 25:
Teacher explains that there are different elections in the UK to choose people to be representatives, e.g. UK General Elections to elect MPs to take decisions which affect whole of UK.  This information could be given in a power-point presentation with photos of MP, MSP, Local Councillor etc.  Explanation should be kept simple and straightforward and used to place whichever election is due next in context.  (There are activities dealing with devolved and reserved powers in the lesson on political parties & their policies.  These may be suitable for use at this point, as desired by the class teacher).

25 – 40:
Who is allowed to vote?


Teacher explains not everyone is allowed to vote.  The drawing outline of a person should be on board.  Class asked for ideas of things someone must be / not be in order to be allowed to vote.  Pupils give ideas and when one is correct the pupil comes to the board, draws a line from the person and writes their idea, e.g.: over 18, lives in UK, not in jail etc.  (Some classes will get these very quickly and some may need to be prompted with ideas)  In groups, pupils are given one voting restriction and asked to decide if it is right or not and why.  E.g. one group discusses whether it is right voters must be over 18, next group discusses that Royal Family can’t vote etc.

40 – 50:
Pupils given a sheet with a number of fictional examples of individuals with some personal details who may or may not be able to vote.  Individually, pupils decide if the individuals would be able to vote and write up answers.

Related web-links:

www.aboutmyvote.co.uk, www.explore.parliament.uk (lots of good info, in particular click on ‘elections’, then ‘who can take part’.  Also, teachers’ centre has lots of good materials on voting.  www.directgov.uk (click on guide to government, UK Parliament, then at bottom of page – who can vote?)
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