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Y Vote Mock Election Lesson Plans
These 3 lessons can be used as a part of everyday class work or as a special event leading up to the election. The content can be divided to be used in a range of classes or activities can be completed individually to achieve discrete learning outcomes.  They can be used in conjunction with the Y Vote Mock Election resources, which includes nomination forms, poll cards, ballot papers, cue cards and further activities.

Citizenship at KS3/4
The Local and Global Citizenship strand at KS3 has as a Key Concept Democracy and Active Participation.

“exploring democracy and Active Participation provides opportunities for young people to understand how to participate in and to influence democratic processes and to be aware of some key democratic institutions..”

In the KS4 Learning for Life and Work, Democracy in Action section students have to:

· Identify key features of modern democratic societies including participation...

· Explore ways of influencing political decision making

Times indicated can be adapted to suit individual classes.

Activity 1:

Does Politics affect me?

Aims:
Understand the relevance of politics to their daily lives


Understand qualities required for political representation

	Activity: Agree/Disagree Debate 

1. Put AGREE/DISAGREE signs at either end of the room. Students stand in the middle. Read out a statement about politics/politicians/issues (samples below) and ask the students to go to a position that best reflects their opinion. When they have aligned themselves encourage them to explain why they have chosen their position. They can move upon hearing what others have to say.

Some sample statements to get you started

Politicians … are not interested in what young people have to say

… think they know what is best for everyone

… never seem to do anything except argue

… have no private life as it is a 24 hour a day job

…  only appear at election time

Politics is … about helping people

…boring and complicated

…only to do with elections

…affects all aspects of our lives

…about point scoring rather than responding to the needs of constituents

· The voting age should be lowered to 16.

· You should be able to stand for election at 18.

· Young people are not interested in politics

· Voting should be compulsory

· You should not be able to hold elected office once you are over 65

Discussion:

2. In groups students discuss and feedback:

What makes them have the opinions they expressed?

Why do they believe young people are not interested in politics?

Where do they get the information they have about their elected representatives?

How can they have their voice heard?

This leads to a discussion on how politics is relevant to their lives and how it impacts upon their lives.

Activity: How does Politics affect me?

3. In groups students scan through papers and pick stories/photographs/ advertisements that illustrate the issues politics affects.

This is an opportunity to remind students that politics affects their health, education, environment, but also the food they eat, the television they watch,  etc. You can get further information on www.dopolitics.org.uk
They can either list them, or cut them out and stick them onto a flipchart page to make a poster.

Groups feedback to the class and explain their choices. 

Extension work: What makes a good political representative?

Activity: Design your own elected representative.

4. In groups students design their ideal MP, MLA or local councillor.

Groups choose 10 words or phrases to describe characteristics they would like an elected representative to have. These should be things that will make them a good representative for them and the people in the area, the kind of things that would make them a good person to be making decisions and running Northern Ireland.

Groups choose 4 words or phrases that they would not like an elected representative to be, things that would make them a bad person to make decisions on behalf of the people of your area.

Discussion:

5. Each group feedbacks to the class their choice of words and why.

Note any words that appear more than once. Why do the students think that these qualities are so important?


	Time

15

mins

(although

this can 

be extended 

for as long as time allows)

15

mins

15

mins

15

mins

10

mins


	Materials

Agree/ Disagree

signs

Discussion 

Statements

Flipchart pages &

markers

Newspapers

Scissors

Markers

Flipchart pages

Glue

Flipchart 

pages &

markers

Whiteboard




Activity 2:

Looking at voting:

Aims: 
Understanding the importance of voting


Understanding what motivates people to vote and influences their decisions

Understanding the implications of not using your vote

	Activity: Voting timeline 

NB: You may find it useful for students to have access to the internet for this activity otherwise you will have to provide the information sources printed for their use in class.

The right to vote freely is one of our most important freedoms in a democracy yet young people often take their right to vote for granted.

1. Ask students individually to write down when they think all men and women aged 18 and over were given the right to vote in Northern Ireland.

2. Put students with similar answers in groups of 4/5 and ask them to discuss why they came up with this date and feedback to the class.

3. In their groups ask students to draw a timeline of when men and women of different ages were given the right to vote in Northern Ireland. Sources to help: www.electoral-reform.org.uk/diary/historylesson.htm ; www.citizenshipfoundation.org.uk/main/page.php?82 ;

www.dopolitics.co.uk/templates/search/document.cfm/11976
When they have completed the timeline ask them to discuss in their group how this differs from their original ideas and what their opinions are on this.

Discussion: Who can vote?

4. Ask students in groups to discuss if they think there are any people who still cannot vote in elections in Northern Ireland and why. 

5. Students research what people are still not entitled to vote in elections. Discuss why and if this is fair? Who can register to vote is answered in the FAQ section of www.electoralcommission.org.uk/your-vote/yourvotefaqs.cfm 

Do they think the voting age is fair?

Useful facts for all parts of this activity can be found in the Electoral Commission’s report on Youth Participation in the Democratic Process in Northern Ireland at www.electoralcommission.org.uk/your-area/nireports.cfm 

Discussion: Having the right to vote.

6. Discuss in groups ‘Why is voting important’?

By voting in elections you are choosing people who will make decisions that affect all parts of your daily life – from the opening of your leisure centre to your health & education, to global issues. You do not have to vote in the UK however if you don’t you are letting people who you may not agree with make decisions that affect you. Would students let a stranger buy their clothes and food and not let them have any say in what they were going to wear or eat?

Activity: 

7. Exclusion exercise. Before beginning the next exercise put yellow/red stickers on the students (you can use any identifying factor e.g. eye colour). In part 2 of the discussion only take responses from those wearing red stickers. 

Ask students how they would feel if they were not allowed to vote.

Do they think it is fair that black people were only given the right to vote in South Africa in 1994. Kuwait is the only democracy where women still are not allowed to vote, do students think this is fair?

Ask the students wearing the yellow stickers how they felt when they were not allowed to take part. Is it fair to exclude people?

Extension work

Group Discussion:

8. Why do we have elections? 

Voting is one of the simplest ways to participate and take part in a democracy. Elections are the way we decide who we want to represent us, we are electing people to make decisions on our behalf.

9. In some countries voting is compulsory. In groups students discuss if it is a good idea that by law you should have to vote, and that not voting can result in fines and prosecution? Why do students think some people do not register to vote? Why do they think some people do not vote? Do they intend to vote?

10. What influences how people vote?

In groups students discuss what they think most influences voters: family; friends; political party; media; community; age; time period for voting; method.

Groups feedback, evaluating whether some of these are good or bad influences.
	Time

1 min

5 mins

15 mins

5 mins

5 mins

Time

5 mins

10 mins

or as long as is suitable

5 mins

10 mins

10 mins


	Materials

Internet

or

Printed resources

Internet

or

Printed resources 

Materials

Yellow & Red stickers

Whiteboard




Activity 3:

What happens in an election?
Aims: Understanding of the election process.

This is a huge topic with lots of activities, which can be completed. These can all be taken as discrete short activities looking at a particular topic, and can all be used as extension work where appropriate.

	Discussion: What are the issues?
1: Individual or a group exercise depending on how you wish to move to Activity 2.
Students discuss: What local issues matter to you and why? Are there things in your area that make you angry, that you think are unfair and that you would like to change? Summarise these issues under headings such as Education; Health; Education; Employment; Public safety, etc. Students might want to read through newspapers to help with ideas.

Activity: Creating the party.
If exercise 1 is done individually parties can be formed by grouping students who feel strongly about a similar issue. If it is done as a group exercise students can choose one of the issues discussed as the area of interest for their party. 

2. Four different groups or parties will be formed. Once groups have chosen their issue they need to come up with a name, logo and slogan for the party.

3. There are lots of political parties in the UK, over 300!  How many can students think of? How did they hear of them? Do they know their policies? 
Activity: Writing the party manifesto: Group work 

4: Groups write the manifestos for each of these parties. What promises will their party make to the voters about what they will do if they are elected? Each party propose four changes they will make.

5: Each group looks at the promises they have written for the party. What people might be unhappy with these proposals/ideas?  Can groups come up with any answers to the criticisms/questions they may face?

Activity: Party selection process:

Those in your party who wish to be considered as candidates for election will put their name forward to the party. (Groups can do this simultaneously)

6: Each potential candidate will make a short speech to the rest of their party to explain why they think they should represent the party in the election.

7: Potential candidates sit on a panel to take questions from rest of the party.

8: The party will vote for whom they think should be their candidate. 
9: The party will decide which of the remaining members of the group will be the candidate’s campaign manager and spin-doctor. The remainder of the party will be the media team.

Activity: The campaign:

10. Groups design a logo and campaign posters for their party. Class discuss any political campaigns they can remember. What methods of presentation were used? This is a party’s method of promoting themselves so if they cannot think of party campaigns they can discuss what methods advertising companies use to draw attention to what they are selling.
11. They now have to come up with their own campaign. What methods they are going to use to persuade people to vote for them? What logo best represents their message? When they have decided on a logo they can draw up campaign posters highlighting their issues. Time allowing they may also wish to produce a leaflet summarising their policies for distribution to the electorate.

Activity: Hustings

12. Each candidate gives a short speech to the class explaining why they should be elected.

13: Each spin-doctor will explain why the other two candidates will not do as good a job. 

14: The candidates and spin-doctors take questions from the class about their manifestos and their suitability for election.

Activity: Voting:

Each member of the class including those standing for election can vote.

15. All students will be given a ballot paper listing the candidates. Students rank all the candidates in order of preference, with 1 being your first choice, 2 for your second, and so on. [If you are following a Westminster election you will mark an ‘X’ beside the name of the one candidate you are choosing.]

Discussion:

16. What can happen if you don’t use your vote? Is it your right or your responsibility?
	Time

15 mins

15 mins

15 mins

20 mins

Time

10 mins

20 mins

10 mins

10 mins

20 mins

5 mins

10 mins
	Materials

Local & national

Newspapers

Markers

A3/4 white paper

Whiteboard

Materials

Whiteboard

Markers

A3/4 white paper
Ballot paper

Ballot box 


The Northern Ireland Electoral System

Proportional representation, single transferable vote (PR-STV)

This is the system that we use to elect councillors to our district/city councils, MLAs to the Northern Ireland Assembly and MEPs to the European Parliament.

It is much more complicated than First Past the Post.

When you vote in these elections you will be given a ballot paper with a list of all the candidates standing in your constituency.  Each voter can rank all the candidates on the ballot paper in order of preference (how much they like them). 

A 1 is put beside your 1st choice, a 2 beside your 2nd choice, 3 beside your 3rd and so on down the list of all candidates standing for election in your constituency that you would like to vote for. You do not have to vote for everyone but your vote will have more influence the more choices you make on your ballot paper.

The 1st choices for each candidate are counted and once a candidate reaches a set target (called a quota) in each constituency they are elected. The quota is the minimum number of votes a candidate needs to get elected.

Once a candidate is elected the value of their surplus votes (the extra votes over the quota) are transferred to the 2nd preference candidate on each ballot paper. This means that if your 1st choice candidate does not get elected or if they are elected by a large number of votes over the quota, your vote can still be used to elect your 2nd preference and below on your ballot paper.

First past the post

This is the system we use to elect our Members of Parliament (MPs) to the House of Commons in Westminster.

Each voter chooses one candidate by putting an ‘X’ beside their name on the ballot paper.

All votes are counted and the candidate with the most votes wins and becomes your MP.

Most candidates will stand for a party and the party with the largest number, or majority, of MPs after the election wins and forms the Government.
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