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European Union Lesson Plans

These lesson plans are designed for a set of three one hour lessons with possible homework tasks, but are flexible and can be adapted to suit KS3 or KS4 pupils of varying abilities. Opportunities for differentiation according to ability are included in places.
Further lesson plans and resources – plus maps, display materials, a CD-ROM and a DVD – are available from the UK Office of the European Parliament. 

Visit: http://www.europarl.org.uk/education/TeachingresourcesMN.htm
It is intended that these lessons are taught in the lead up to a European mock election in school. Further information on the electoral system used as well as election and campaign materials are available on the Y Vote Mock Elections website: www.mockelections.co.uk
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Lesson 1: Introducing the European Union
Aim: To help pupils understand what the European Union is and why it exists.
Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can give reasons why the European Union exists.
Pupils can explain why some issues need to be dealt with at an international level whilst others may be dealt with at a local or national level, giving examples.

Pupils can give arguments for and against membership of the European Union and have expressed their own opinion.
Pupils have some understanding of how membership of the EU might affect their lives.
Citizenship curriculum:
KS3: 1.3c, 2.1a, 2.2a, 2.2b, 2.2c, 3d, 3j, 3k, 4a, 4c, 4g, 4h, 4i
KS4: 2.1a, 2.2a, 2.2b, 2.2c, 3m, 3n, 4a, 4c, 4g, 4h.
Resources/Preparation: ‘LOCAL’, ‘NATIONAL’ and ‘INTERNATIONAL’ signs for corners of the room.
A large piece of paper and a large felt tip pen for each group (alternatively prepare argument cards if needed for KS3/low-mid ability KS4 pupils).
Newspaper articles and/or internet print outs (optional)
Differentiation: alternative option for activity 3 for low-mid ability pupils; extension or homework activity for mid-high ability pupils.
Introduction [5 min]
Introduce the lesson by displaying and reading out the learning outcomes of the lesson.
Teacher narration: There are some issues that affect all countries in the world or in a particular region. Most countries work with each other to solve problems that affect them all. The European Union was started in 1951 as a way for countries to work together to solve common problems. It was also a way of ensuring that peace was maintained in Europe – as there had been two massive wars in the previous 40 years killing at least 66 million people (more than the entire population of the UK). France and Germany were particularly eager to ensure that they would never engage in war with each other again. [5 min]
Starter Activity [approx 15 mins]
Read out each of the newspaper headlines below. Each corner of the room should have a sign – one saying ‘LOCAL’, one saying ‘NATIONAL’ and one saying ‘INTERNATIONAL’. Ask the class to stand in one of 3 corners of the room according to which level of government they think the issue needs to be dealt with. After each headline ask one or two pupils to explain their decision – particularly where there are differences of opinion. Explain that some issues can be dealt with at more than one level so if they do not agree with the majority in their class they are not necessarily wrong.

[NB/ Pupils are likely to have a prior understanding of the concepts of local, national and global/international from previous work in citizenship – if not a short explanation of these terms may be necessary for some pupils, particularly those of lower ability]

HEADLINES
· ROAD OUTSIDE PRIMARY SCHOOL FAR TOO DANGEROUS SAYS COUNCIL

· UNITED STATES AND U.K. DECLARE WAR AGAINST IRAQ

· TOWN’S ONLY POST OFFICE LIKELY TO CLOSE

· DEADLY VIRUS BREAKS OUT ACROSS EUROPE

· TOP SCIENTISTS PREDICT GLOBAL WARMING

· FIREMEN AROUND COUNTRY GO ON STRIKE

· SIGNIFICANT CUT IN TRAVEL TIME FROM LONDON TO PARIS

· STAFF CUTS LIKELY FOR CITY HOSPITAL

· FOOD SHORTAGES LIKELY AS CROPS FAIL

Reiterate that the European Union is one way that countries work together to deal with problems that require an international approach. The EU can make laws that have to be obeyed by all countries that are members of it.
Activity 2 [15 mins]
Place pupils into mixed ability groups of around 5. Ask them to think of examples of issues that countries face that need to be discussed with representatives from other countries. i.e. issues they consider to be international or global. Ask one person in each group to keep a list of ‘international issues’. Newspapers could be used to stimulate ideas. [7-8 mins]
Feedback – ask for one or two issues from each group building up a brainstorm on the board at the front of the class. Issues may include the environment, trade, human rights, terrorism, the economy, war and foreign policy. Explain that many issues such as terrorism, the environment and the economy are global in nature. For example we can do all we want in the UK to reduce carbon emissions in order to protect the environment, but if all the other countries in the world do not do anything then we will not be very successful in combating global warming. The countries of the European Union work together to address many of these global and international problems. [7-8 mins]

Activity 3 [20 mins] *note alternative option below for KS3/low ability KS4 pupils
Organise pupils into mixed ability groups of 5-6.
Explain that the number of issues that are dealt with by the European Union has increased since we joined. Most people see membership of the EU as a good thing but some are concerned that too many laws and decisions are made by the EU and think that we would be better off if the UK government made more decisions at a national level.

Give each group a large piece of paper and pen. Ask them to divide their page into two and think of arguments for and against the UK being a member of the EU. Stimulus materials may be provided to generate ideas such as a selection of newspaper articles or printouts from the internet on EU related issues – e.g. joining the Euro, migration, the economy, trade links, travel. Walk around to each group to prompt them and stimulate ideas. [10 mins]
After 10 minutes take feedback writing ideas under the headings ‘FOR’ and ‘AGAINST’ on the board. Start with ‘FOR’ asking for at least one argument from each group until no group has any points left to make. Then do the same for ‘AGAINST’. Below are some possible arguments which you may wish to introduce if they do not arise. Finish by asking pupils what their own opinions are having weighed up different sides of the argument. Ask for a show of hands – who is ‘for’ membership of the EU and who is ‘against’. [10 mins]
*Alternative option for KS3/mid-low ability KS4 pupils – Print out the arguments sheet below (preferably onto card) and cut it up so there is a single argument/point on each card. Ask the pupils to discuss each one and sort the cards into two piles – one of arguments ‘for’ and one of arguments ‘against’ UK membership of the EU. Then take feedback as above.
Plenary [5 mins]
Recap learning outcomes and if time ask questions to test pupils knowledge and understanding.
Possible Homework Activity/Extension Activity (mid-high ability pupils)
Ask pupils to write a short essay on ‘Is membership of the European Union beneficial to the UK?’ Pupils should weigh up both sides of the argument in the essay before coming to a conclusion where they express their own opinion.
Arguments

· We should be able to make our own decisions. Our government knows what is in the best interests of our country – not people in Brussels.

· Countries lose part of their identity by joining the EU. It is better if each country maintains their own culture with their own currency and coins.

· People from other countries come to work in the UK meaning that there are less jobs available here for British people.

· Why should we have to worry about other countries’ problems as well as our own?
· The EU has decided the grocers must weigh out their fruit and vegetables in kilograms and grams. They should be able to use pounds and ounces like the old days if they want.
· It is expensive for us to be a member of the EU. We have to contribute billions of pounds to the EU budget and overall we lose out as money is directed to poorer areas.

· We can work together and use the expertise of people from all over Europe to help solve our problems.

· There is much less chance of tension or war between countries if they have close links.

· We can work in other EU countries if we like.

· People from other EU countries can work in the UK when we have a shortage of workers in certain sectors.

· It makes travelling between EU countries easier, whether for work or tourism. The increase in tourism brings wealth and jobs.
· We are more powerful and credible on the global stage if we act as a group of countries.

· The EU ensures that countries reform unethical and outdated laws and institutions and guarantee human rights for their citizens.

· We can only tackle global and international problems if countries work together.
· It is easier for companies to sell their goods and services in other EU countries because there are no barriers to trade. More jobs are created by a bigger market.
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Lesson 2: THE 27 EU MEMBER STATES
Learning outcomes: 
Pupils can name some countries that are members of the EU and point to them on a map.
Pupils are aware that the number of countries in the EU has increased from 6 to 27 since 1951.
Pupils are aware of some cultural differences between EU countries.
Pupils are aware that more countries may join the EU in the future and what the requirements are.
Citizenship curriculum: 

KS3: 1.1c, 1.1b, 1.2b, 1.3c, 3a, 3b, 3k, 4h
KS4: 1.1c, 1.1b, 1.2b, 1.3c, 3a, 3b, 3k, 3m, 4h 
Resources/Preparation: 
· If possible display a large map of Europe on the interactive whiteboard for the introduction (or a paper version at the front of the class) so that you can point countries out as you refer to them.
· Copies of a map of Europe (with country names) that pupils can colour in and add a key to. The Geography department of your school should be able to provide these. Alternatively free outline maps are available on the internet from various sources.
Introduction [5 min]

State and display the learning outcomes for the lesson.
Teacher activity/narration: Explain that the European Union has not always been called the ‘European Union’ but it has existed in one form or another since 1951 when 6 countries - France, West Germany, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg signed the Treaty of Paris to create closer trade links between the countries. One of the main aims of this was to make further war between France and Germany much less likely (as the Second World War had ended only 6 years prior to the treaty). Since then many more European countries have joined them and there are now 27 countries that are members of the EU – a total of around 500 million people. The UK joined in 1973.
Starter [20 mins]
Ask pupils to spend 5 minutes with the person next to them writing down as many countries that they can think of that they think might be members of the EU. [5 mins]

Then take feedback from the class and keep a list/brainstorm on the board of ones that are right. Complete the list for them once all suggestions have been taken. [7-8 mins]

Ask pupils to raise their hand if they have visited any of the countries. Put a tick next to each that has been visited by a class member and see how many have been visited altogether. [7-8 mins]
Activity 2 [20 mins]
Next to the names of the countries on the board write the year each country joined the EU (see below).
Year
Countries that joined the EU

1951
France, Germany, Italy, Belgium, Netherlands, Luxembourg

1973
Denmark, Ireland, United Kingdom
1981
Greece
1986
Spain, Portugal

1995
Austria, Finland, Sweden

2004
Czech Republic, Cyprus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovenia,
Slovakia
2007
Bulgaria, Romania
Get pupils to colour in their maps of Europe using a key to show what year each country joined (a different colour or shade for each year).
Alternatively if you cannot obtain maps get pupils to do a brainstorm of the EU countries with the country names in a different colour for each year of ascension.

Teacher Activity/Narration [5 mins]: Explain that other countries also wish to join the EU in the future. Membership is open to any European country if it has a similar attitude to the law, democracy and human rights as the current member states. [maybe here you may want to do a brief recap of the meaning of ‘law’, ‘democracy’ and ‘human rights’ which are likely to have been explored in previous citizenship lessons.] In this respect countries must prove that they are ready to join and then be accepted by the others. This can be a long process; Turkey has been trying to join for 20 years but this is particularly controversial because most of Turkey is in Asia not Europe. It has changed many of its laws and improved human rights over the years to improve its chance of gaining entry to the EU. When a country is in the process of joining the EU we call it an ‘ascension state’.
Set and explain homework activity below. [5 mins]
Homework Activity
Explain that there are many cultural differences between the countries in the EU such as the types of food, music, clothing and languages. Ask pupils to choose one EU country to research for homework. They should produce a tourist information leaflet about that country including the name of the capital city, the currency, population, the year it joined the EU, the flag, pictures of any important landmarks or buildings and at least five interesting facts about their chosen country.
Plenary [5 mins]
Recap learning outcomes.
Ask some quick fire questions to test the class. For example:
How many countries are there in the EU?

In what year was the EU formed?

In what year did the UK join?

Name a country that wants to join the EU.

Name one of the first 6 countries that joined the EU.
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Lesson 3: the European Parliament and other EU Institutions
Learning outcomes:
Pupils know what the European Parliament does.


Pupils know what an MEP is and are aware that most people over 18 are able to vote every 5 years for who they want to represent their area in the European Parliament.
Higher ability pupils: Pupils understand what the European Parliament’s relationship is to other EU institutions.

Citizenship curriculum:
KS3: 1.1d, 1.3c, 2.1a, 2.2a, 2.2b, 2.2c, 3c, 3j, 3k, 4a, 4c, 4g, 4h
KS4: 1.1d, 1.3c, 2.1a, 2.1d, 2.2b, 3c, 3d, 3e, 3l, 3m, 4a, 4c, 4g, 4h
Resources/Preparation: A brainstorm on A3 paper about the European Parliament – use colour and illustration to outline a few facts.
Pieces of A3 paper

Coloured pencils or felt tip pens.
Introduction [5 mins]
State and display the learning outcomes.

Teacher Activity/Narration: Explain that in the same way that citizens over 18 elect MPs to represent them in Parliament to make decisions and laws here in the UK, there is also a European Parliament and citizens elect MEPs (Members of the European Parliament) to represent them there. The European Parliament helps to decide what new laws should be passed that affect all of the European Union.
The UK is broken up into large areas (or regions) and each of those areas elects between 3 and 10 depending on the number of voters that live in that area. Most citizens over 18 are allowed to vote every 5 years to have a say in who they want to be there MEPs.
The voting system is fairly complicated. You vote for a political party rather than a candidate. The party has a list of people they would like to be MEPs. The more votes a party gets the more people in its list can become MEPs. 
[NB/ A full explanation of the system would be too complex for KS3 and many KS4 pupils. However, it does present an opportunity to bring in numeracy/maths. If you do wish to go into a more detailed explanation more information can be found on the Mock Elections site under ‘Election Information’ and also at the Electoral Commission website.]

Starter Activity [15 mins]
Put pupils into mixed ability groups of 4. Give each group a piece of A3 paper and a selection of coloured pencils or felt tip pens. Their task is to copy your pre-prepared brainstorm on the European Parliament – words, illustrations and colour – as best they can. Each group must send one person from their group to come to the front for a 20 second look at the brainstorm at the front of the class. It then gets turned over so nobody can see it. They have to go back to their group and copy what they can remember onto their piece of paper. Then the next person from the group does the same until all 4 members of the group have had a go. Finally ask the groups to nominate one person to have one last look at the brainstorm. Ask each group to bring their brainstorm to the front to be compared to yours. Nominate a winner.

Activity 2 [10 mins]

Ask questions on the European Parliament based on the information on your brainstorm. Using their group’s brainstorms the pupils must raise their hand first to have a chance at answering the question.

Activity 3 [10 mins]
For KS4 you should run through the make-up and functions of the other EU institutions: The European Council, European Commission and the Council of Ministers – see slides on the next page. [10 mins]
KS3/lower ability pupils should not be expected to take in or understand all of the information on the slides. The following is a more basic explanation of the functions of each institution.
European Council: Made up of the heads of government (eg. Gordon Brown for the UK) of each member state. They meet 4 times a year and set out what they want the EU to do in the coming months and years.

European Commission: Commissioners are chosen by the member countries to carry out the day-to-day work of the EU and decide what new laws and policies (courses of action) they want to bring in.

Council of Ministers: Each country sends one minister (a member of that countries government). Which minister they send depends on the policy area (topic) being discussed. They all discuss the policies set out by the Commissioners and decide if they agree with them or want to change them.

European Parliament: MEPs are elected by the citizens of each country. They also meet to discuss the policies set out by the Commission. They can agree with the Commission, disagree or alter parts of the policies.

There must be agreement between the European Parliament and the Council of Ministers for something to become law.


[image: image5.emf]European Council

Who?



Made up of all member-states’ heads of government or state



President of Commission also attends

How?



Meets four times a year



Presidency of the Council rotates every six months

What?



Defines EU’s strategic direction
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Who?



Headed by Cabinet of 27 Commissioners



Employs about 30,000 people

How?



President of Commission chosen by EU governments



Commissioners nominated by their national governments



Commissioners and President approved by EU Parliament

What?



Drafts proposals for EU laws



Implementing decisions



Manages day-to-day business of EU
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Who?



Made up of a government minister from each member state



Membership changes according to the subject of discussion

How?



Each country has weighted vote 



Makes decisions alongside the EU Parliament

What?



Considers legislation from Commission



Sets EU policy on issues where the EU can 

only act unanimously- such as defence & 

foreign policy



Signs international treaties with non-EU 

states on behalf of the EU

Voice of the member states
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Who?



785 MEPs



MEPs form cross-country coalition parties and sit in these 

groupings

How?



Elected every five years (in the UK we use a closed-list PR 

system)



Only directly elected body in EU

What?



Legislates as an equal with Council of Ministers



Most work done in committees



Vote in plenary sessions

Voice of the people
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Activity 4 [15 mins]
Ask pupils to consider the following questions writing down and justifying their answers. This oculd be done individually, in pairs or in groups. [8 mins]
1. What do you think about the UK having to follow laws decided by the EU? Do the benefits outweigh the disadvantages?
2. Do you care about the British pound or would you be happy to use the Euro?

3. Do you think it is a good thing that people can travel freely within the EU to live or work?

Take feedback in a debate style. [7 mins]
Plenary [5 mins]
‘Who Am I?’ activity: Read information about one of the institutions without telling the class which it is. Ask pupils to put their hands up when they think they know which institution you are referring to. Take answers. Then do the same with a different institution.
Possible Further Lesson or Assembly
Invite your MEP into school to meet pupils. A Friday is the best day to invite them in as most of them work on the continent Monday to Thursday. Decide an appropriate structure for the visit beforehand and get pupils to prepare questions for the MEP.
Directs strategy





How the EU institutions fit together…
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